International

Student
Leadership
Conference

2006

“ C onnecting the Pieces of

a Leader”

JMU and Eastern Mennonite
University invite all interna-
tional students to the 6th an-
nual East Coast International
Student Leadership Conference.

Friday March 31st, 6-12 pm
Sat. April 1st, 8§ am to 9 pm

Registration Fee: (includes all
meals and activities): $30 before
March 8, $40 after March 8 or
at the door.

*First 20 JMU students to
register and participate
fully will get a $50 gift cer-
tificate to Walmart!

For more information, please
contact Thomas Lavenir, Cleve-
land Hall 112, (540)-568-7314,
lavenitp@mu.edu,
www.jmu.edu/internationalfisle/
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Words from our Director. ..

Leadership and Service

In this newsletter, you are receiving information about two aspects of
life: leadership and service. Throughout the semester the Office of
International Programs is sponsoring a food drive to provide essen-
tials to our neediest neighbors. And on March 31 and April 1 we will
be hosting the 6™ annual International Student Leadership Confer-
ence.

At first glance, leadership and service seem to be, if not contradictory,
at least unconnected. We tend to think of leaders as people who
enjoy power, whose ambition is to obtain cooperation from large
groups of others to bring about change that will in some way benefit
the leader. And we tend to think of service as the willingness to give
up something for the sake of someone else, with no thought as to
ones’ own benefits.

In reality, many powerful leaders are first and foremost servants.
(Mahatma Gandhi comes to mind.) If you truly want to make changes
in the world, | suggest that you do the following:

Start with your own corner of the world, however that might
be defined;

Identify the needs around you;

Begin to offer service to alleviate those needs;

Become a leader who will obtain cooperation from others to
assist in the change. When others see you leading by
example they will be much more likely to join in and fol-
low.

Therefore, | encourage you to paricipate in a very small way in allevi-
ating a need in this community. Bring a can of food to the office. En-
courage your friends and neighbors to also contribute cans of food.
Perhaps this is not the area where you will choose to become a
leader, but allow your contribution to help someone else. And please
plan to attend the Leadership Conference in March/April. | promise
that you’ll have an absolute blast meeting other international students
from around the country, and you may just learn a thing or two about
being a leader.

Delo

On Sunday, April 2nd at 2 am the time will change from East-
ern Standard Time to Daylight Saving Time. You will need to set
your clocks ahead one hour. This is usually done before going
to bed on Saturday night!
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