 APPLICATION FOR STUDY ABROAD 

James Madison University Oxford Program

- OPUS -
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Last Name                      

First Name                    

Middle Name                 
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Social Security
 

Date of  Birth

              Place of birth
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Campus Address and Phone





E-Mail 1
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E-Mail 2 (for use overseas) 
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Home Address and Phone
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Parent or Guardian's Full Name & Address

                                   
[image: image10.wmf]                                   
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Home Phone

                                        Business Phone

Application for Academic Year:                   
Circle:   Fall (Oct-Dec) / Spring (Jan-Jun) / Full Year 

Present Year in College:   FR     SO    JR   SR       
Are you presently receiving Financial Aid: Yes/No

Major:                                                                           Minor:                                                              .                  

GPA in Major:                                                             Cumulative GPA:                                              .
Foreign Language Study:                                                                                                                       .
U.S. Citizen?   Yes/No   Other:                           Visa Status:                         Passport #:                    .
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Do not complete this application before consulting the Guidance Notes.

Please submit this application form (4 pages), a copy of your transcript, three passport sized photographs and your essay to the following address.  Letters of  recommendation (see guidance notes) should not be included with this application.  They should be sent by Faculty directly to the following address.  An application will be regarded as complete when all these materials are received in our office.


Office of International Programs





Phone:  (540) 568.6419

James Madison University






Fax:      (540) 568.3310
1077 South Main Street, MSC 5731
Harrisonburg, VA 22807


Deadline for completed application is:

APPLICATION FOR STUDY ABROAD 

James Madison University Oxford Program

- OPUS -
What are your general academic interests?

What are your extra-curricular interests?

Which sports do you play, if any, and at what level?

Please describe any awards or honors you have achieved.

Please list the names of the two faculty members who are writing recommendation letters for this application.
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Name                                                     Title                                         Department
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Name                                                     Title                                         Department

I confirm that the information provided in this application is true and accurate in every respect.  If accepted for study off-campus I agree to abide by all the rules and regulations both at James Madison University and off-campus.  I understand that this acceptance may be revoked at any time if any information is found to be withheld or falsified.  I undertake not to hold James Madison University or OPUS liable in any way for acts or omissions howsoever caused.  I hereby authorise the Office of International  Programs to send to the designated site an official transcript and other material relevant to my application to study off-campus.

Signed:                                                                                            Date:                                                    .  

Signature of Academic Adviser:                                                                                                                   .
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Tutorial

Recommendations

Housing

College/Adviser

Photographs

Accept/Reject


Tutorial Preference Form

James Madison University Oxford Program

-  OPUS -

Some of the information requested below duplicates information already given by you in your application form but it will speed the process of placing you with tutors in Oxford.  PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AFTER READING THE GUIDANCE NOTES STUDY IN OXFORD.  Please be as specific as possible.  

NAME:                                                                 CIRCLE:    FALL / SPRING  /  YEAR

MAJOR:                                                               MINOR:                                         .
GPA IN MAJOR:                                                 OVER-ALL GPA:                          .
Please note that the options you indicate below only concern your first term in Oxford.  Selections for subsequent terms may be indicated to us at a later date.   Please consider your preferences carefully; it  will not be possible to make a change after you submit this form.

A. PRIMARY TUTORIAL SUBJECT (8 semester credit hours)

First choice:                                                              
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Second choice:                                                              
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B. SECONDARY TUTORIAL SUBJECT  (4 semester credit hours)

Do not repeat choices indicated above.

First choice:        
[image: image18.wmf]                                                            

Second choice:                                                              
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C. BACKGROUND WORK

List courses already taken in the field(s) indicated above.
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SIGNED (COLLEGE ADVISER):                                                           DATE:                                            .

Housing Preference Form B

The Oxford Programme for Undergraduate Studies

- OPUS -
NAME:                                                             TERM:  ____________________     DATE:______________

Please rank the following housing types 1, 2 and 3 (1 for first preference, 2 for second preference, 3 for third).  Please indicate THREE OR FOUR preferences.  If you indicate only one or two options you may be disappointed.  Options A and B are more expensive and attract a supplementary charge.  All houses have private, single bedrooms unless otherwise indicated and involve sharing common areas like a lounge, kitchen & bathroom.  All houses are of a good, basic standard at least equal to standard student accommodation.  Housing assignments are guaranteed for only one term at a time.  Housing in college (Option A) is very limited and often only available for the first two terms of the academic year, Michaelmas & Hilary. 
PLEASE BE AWARE THIS IS SIMPLY A REQUEST FOR HOUSING, NOT A GUARANTEE OF ANY TYPE OF HOUSING.  COMPLETE THIS FORM ONLY AFTER READING THE GUIDANCE NOTES. 

         
A1.  High-grade room in college or in a college house. Private single bedroom with shared common room and bathroom facilities. Provides the highest level of integration with British students. Rooms in college are centrally located but do not include cooking facilities; rooms in college houses are further away but more comfortable and include cooking facilities. There is very limited availability for either category of college accommodation. Placements will take into account academic standing, college assignment, and other criteria. There is a supplementary charge of  £200 per term for this residence payable in Oxford.
- OR -      (Select only ONE ‘A’ category option: if you select both then indicate two further non-A options).

_____  A2.  High-grade private house located ten minutes walk from the city centre. Possesses all the attributes of the ideal accommodation: good location, modern conveniences, fully equipped kitchen, a garden, convenient shopping. Phone installed.  Co-ed if possible; preference will be given to female students for this residence.  There is a supplementary charge of  £180 per term for this residence payable in Oxford.

           B.  A modern two-house co-ed complex, well equipped and comfortable, 15 minutes walk from the city centre. Phone installed.  High quality kitchen and furnishings, communal dining room. There is a supplementary charge of £140 per term for this residence payable in Oxford.

           C.  A comfortable, well-equipped house or apartment typically with four students, basic furniture, good standard accommodations about 20-25 minutes walk from the city centre.  Good basic student accommodation.  Fully equipped kitchen and living room but slightly further from the centre of town.

           D.  Good basic student accommodation.  An older, fairly basic, 4-6 bedroom student house often within a 15-20 minute walk from the city centre.  Often closer than Option C but less well equipped in terms of fittings and furnishings.  Common lounge area, basic kitchen, and bathroom.   Phone may be installed.   Likely to be co-ed. 

OTHER NON-ACADEMIC INFORMATION

For each category, check only one option:

A.   

[image: image24.wmf]  I strongly prefer non-smoking        
[image: image25.wmf]  I am a smoker       


[image: image26.wmf]  I am indifferent

B.  

[image: image27.wmf]  I prefer to live with students who are fairly quiet and private

     

[image: image28.wmf]  I prefer to live with students who are gregarious and less private



[image: image29.wmf]  I do not mind living with students in either category

C.

[image: image30.wmf]  I  prefer not to live in a co-ed house (all have private bedrooms) this over-rides preferences above



[image: image31.wmf]  I  prefer co-ed housing / I am indifferent to co-ed housing

D.    

[image: image32.wmf]  I am a vegetarian    

[image: image33.wmf]  I am kosher/strictly kosher     

[image: image34.wmf]  I am neither

Please mention any other dietary requirement or physical problem we should know about.


[image: image35.wmf]                                                            


[image: image36.wmf]                                                                           

Guidance Notes :  Housing

The Oxford Programme for Undergraduate Studies

- OPUS -

Please read the following notes BEFORE completing the Housing Preference Form.  You may wish to retain this page for future reference.

Much thought goes into our room allocation process with a number of factors being taken into account.  You will benefit from this if you think carefully about what you really want, indicate your preferences clearly and return this form to us AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.   Early applicants stand a higher chance of getting the type of housing they want.

Although most students will receive their first or second options please note that we are unable to guarantee any particular type of housing in advance, and all assignments are subject to last minute changes.  All housing is arranged for one term at a time.

Similarly, although you may request to live with a friend, and such requests are sometimes met, there is no guarantee that they will be. OPUS policy seeks to avoid major concentrations of students participating from the same home university. Requests to live together must be mutual, and the choices requested must be identical, in order to be considered. 

You should indicate at least three housing preferences.  If you only indicate one it is likely that you will be disappointed.
All our housing is of a good, basic standard, usually within a 25 minute walk (10 minutes by bus or bicycle) from the city centre (downtown Oxford) and furnished to normal Oxford student standard (any 'extras' are the responsibility of the student). Showers and phones are rare in Oxford student housing.  All students are eligible to borrow cell phones from OPUS for their personal use while they are on the program.  Students only pay for outgoing calls; incoming calls are always free.  

There are trade-offs in the various options available but these are relatively minor. Most houses are structured very similarly; most students will have their own private single bedroom and share common areas like a lounge, kitchen and bathroom with 4-5 other students.  Dormitory type shared rooms are not common in Oxford.  Bed linen is provided in all accommodation, together with kitchen equipment in private houses, but students are advised to bring their own towels.  High speed internet and/or wi-fi is an option in most houses. 

Superior housing (either on account of its location or furnishings) carries a small supplementary charge which is payable in Oxford.  This charge may be paid in British pounds or by a cheque drawn on a UK bank.   We cannot accept US currency or credit cards.

Occasionally we are offered rooms in college or in college houses. This offers the greatest integration with British students and is often the most highly sought after option. It is not possible to cook in college rooms, but there is ready access to the dining hall, which provides good quality meals at low cost.  College houses tend to be further away typically ten minutes by bike or bus from the College but are more comfortable and include cooking facilities. 

All students accepted on the Program become members of their Oxford college JCR (Junior Common Room), which entitles them to dine in college, use the college library and participate in college sports and social events.  Students are allocated to an Oxford college on the basis of their academic standing, what they wish to study, the availability of college places to OPUS, and the date of their applications. Successful applicants are informed about their college allocation approximately four weeks prior to their arrival in Oxford and will then be able to receive mail at their Oxford college address.  Housing assignments are only available on arrival in Oxford. 

Guidance Notes: Essays

James Madison University Oxford Program

- OPUS -
There is one essay required for the application to the Oxford Program.  The Oxford tutorial model of teaching requires a great deal of writing from students.  This essay will allow the JMU selection committee to evaluate your skills.

Please write a brief essay describing your reasons to undertake a program of study at a college of Oxford University.  In this statement, you should concentrate on your academic motivations and goals, as well as your personal reasons.  Your statement must not exceed 400 words.

Faculty Recommendation Form

James Madison University Oxford Program

- OPUS -
                                                                       is applying to study in Oxford

for the Fall / Spring / both semester(s) of  the                          academic year.

Student's Major:                                              Cumulative GPA:                .
Waiver Statement:

In accordance with the "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974", James Madison University recognizes that students have the right to inspect and review all materials in their files unless they waive that right.  Students should check one of the following statements.


[image: image37.wmf]  
In order to  encourage the authors of letters about me to write with candor, I waive my right to see this faculty recommendation.


[image: image38.wmf]  
I do not waive my right to see this recommendation.  I understand that this decision in no way affects my application.

Student's signature:                                                             Date:                                .
TO THE FACULTY RECOMMENDER:

Please answer the following questions and return this form to the Executive Director of International Programs by:                                       .   Please keep a copy of this recommendation.  Thank you for your assistance.

1.
How well do you know the student and in what context?

2.
How well does the student’s written work reflect the student's qualifications for this off-campus study option?   If relevant, please add any supporting comments.

3.
Do you know of any reason why this student may not perform well or benefit from this opportunity?    You may wish to consider factors such as emotional maturity, self-discipline and academic motivation.

4.  
Any further comments?

Signed:                                                                           Date:                              .

Department:                                                                  .

Guidance Notes: Recommendations

James Madison University Oxford Program

- OPUS -
Please request two Faculty Members to complete recommendation forms in connection with your application to study in Oxford. These forms need to be submitted with your application.

The level of seniority of the Faculty recommending you is less significant than the level of contact they have had with you and how well they are able to comment on your academic progress.

Your application is incomplete until the OIP has received both letters of recommendation.   You should indicate to Faculty writing on your behalf the date by which we need to receive their recommendations.

Guidance Notes :  Tutorial Preferences

James Madison University Oxford Program

- OPUS -

STUDY IN OXFORD

The Tutorial Preference Form asks for two preferences for your Primary Subject and two preferences for your Secondary Subject.  These preferences only relate to your first term of participation; for subsequent terms you will be asked for your options at a later date.  Unless your preferences are very unusual (in which case you will be informed in advance) they will be accommodated automatically.  It will not be possible to change your subjects after you have submitted your application.  Please ensure you have departmental pre-approval for each tutorial preference you indicate.

The following description of study in Oxford is given to help both student and study abroad adviser make the most informed decision about what subjects the student should propose for study abroad and how these subjects are normally studied in Oxford.

Teaching in Oxford consists of an individual weekly (or, for secondary subjects, fortnightly) meeting ('tutorial') with your professor ('tutor') who will set you a paper to write for that meeting which will form the basis for a critical discussion of the issues raised by the paper.  Tutors will provide bibliographical guidance from which you are expected to write a reasoned assessment of the problems given by the topic, showing that you have understood the issues and are able to analyze them in some critical depth.  Although you are encouraged to write objectively, many arts subjects offer scope for individual interpretation and you are encouraged to think for yourself.  This means that you will be 'free' to argue in any way about a topic provided that you back up your argument with evidence from the texts or data you are reading.  In many ways tutorials take the discussion of the essays further and you will be expected to think beyond what you have said.  Whatever you say, your opinion will be respected, even if it does not always meet with agreement!

It follows from this intensive method of teaching that you are expected to be highly motivated for what is a challenging contact time with your tutor and one which gives you a continual assessment of your rate of progress in the subject.  You should therefore choose a subject which you will be able to pursue as an independent study and one where you will find enjoyment in the discipline of producing regular essay work.  Once you have indicated your choice it is very difficult to change it.

It also follows that the course work for any particular subject (8 or 5 tutorials) allows for some flexibility and the programme of study can be shaped according to an individual student's needs, interests or requirements.  Needless to say, a variety of approaches is encouraged and the approach to a course, beyond basic requirements, is not absolutely prescriptive.

Thus one may choose to study 'British Political History from 1945', but what precise topics you write on will be a matter of discussion with your tutor.  As a general rule, liberal arts courses in Oxford tend to define a certain period or author or branch of a subject, and leave the detail to be agreed upon between the student and the tutor.

It would help your Academic Adviser in Oxford to know - as far as possible - what particular area or topic of the subject you propose to study so that a tutor may be found to suit your requirements.  Simply putting down 'Psychology' or 'The English Novel' is not very helpful.

You are greatly encouraged to give the following information with regard to your chosen subject:


English Literature:
Period/Author/Works/Theme


Economics:

Field/Topic/Specialisation


Geography:

Field/Topic/Specialisation


History:


Country/Period/Topics


Politics:


Area/Period/Issues


Psychology:

Branch/Area/Application

COURSES TAKEN BY OPUS STUDENTS IN RECENT YEARS

It would be impractical to list all available subjects, but most of the major topics in the liberal arts can be accommodated.  For guidance we have set out examples of what has been studied in the past, including a few detailed course descriptions. It is important to appreciate that this is simply a sample of some of the areas of study possible; you should make a selection from this list if possible but you should not, within reason, feel restricted to these options.  It should be noted that the more specific (and certainly the more eccentric) your choice, the fewer tutors will be available to teach you.  Please refer to the full list,  Tutorials Taken By OPUS Students at www.oxfordprogram.com/program/listings.html for further guidance.

A. ECONOMICS

International Economics

Theories of international trade and factor movements, positive and normative, and their application to economic policy and current problems.  Theory and practice of economic integration.  Methods of balance of payments adjustments and financing; policies for attaining internal and external balance.  Analysis of the international monetary and trading systems and institutions.

European Economic Community

Topics include the cost of UK entry into the EEC; the Common Agricultural Policy; European Integration Policy and Regional Policy; Industrial Policy in Europe; European Labour Market; and the implications of the Single Market (1992).

Further Examples:


Command Economies 


Industrial Economics


International Trade and Finance


Macroeconomics


Microeconomics


Managerial Economics


The Economics of Development

B. ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE

Shakespeare

A tutorial would normally examine one, two or three plays and may be studied in relation to dramatists contemporary with Shakespeare, the history of Shakespeare criticism, the history of performance or Renaissance ideas.

The English Novel

Students may confine themselves to either eighteenth century, nineteenth century or twentieth century novelists; or to the detailed study of one or two of the following novelists: Richardson; Fielding; Eliot; Austen; Trollope; Thackeray; Henry James; James Joyce; D H Lawrence; Virginia Woolf.    

Further Examples:


Charles Dickens


Chaucer's Canterbury Tales


Contemporary British Poetry


E M Forster


Historical Background for King Arthur


Literary Critical Theory


Poetry : Milton to Swift


The Brontes


Renaissance Literature

C. WOMEN'S LITERATURE

Courses in the subject (and Women's Studies in general) are offered in Oxford - e.g. Women's History, Sociology of Women, Women's Writing and Contemporary Feminist Thought.

Further Examples:


C19th & 20th Women Writers


The Bronte Sisters


Virginia Woolf


Women in Changing Society


Women in Shakespeare


Women in the Middle Ages


D. GEOGRAPHY

Social Geography

Principles of Social Geography: The measurement of segregation, congregation and dispersal; the behavioural significance of spatial patterns of socially defined population groups; the geography of plural societies.  Particular reference  will be made to urban social segregation in the USA and racially and culturally complex societies in the Caribbean.  The social geography of ethnic minorities in the UK may also be studied, as well as legally enforced separation in South Africa.

The Geographical Environment

The use and transformation by human societies of the natural environment, including the human problems of the major world physical environment.  Cultural landscapes and their evolution.  The nature of resources in different cultures; their exploration, exchange and conservation.  Spatial variations in patterns of human activity; the evolution of contemporary agricultural, industrial and service systems, states and patterns of political power.

Further Examples:


Applied Hydrology


Biogeography


Social Geography



Quaternary Environment

E. HISTORY

English History

Any of the following periods: (1) From the beginning to 1330, (2) 1330 to 1685, and (3) 1685 to 1964.  In Oxford, British History is called English History.  English History is taken to include the history of Scotland, Ireland and Wales; and of British India and British Colonies and Dominions as far as they are connected with the history of England.  Students will be given the opportunity to focus upon any of the main aspects of English History, e.g. political, constitutional, social, economic and cultural (including aspects of gender).  

European History is also studied in periods or comparative themes.

Further Examples


British Cold War Diplomacy 1945 - 56


British India to Independence


British Political History since 1945


C17th English Society


C19th and C20th British Political History


C19th French Social History


East-West Relations since 1945

Further Examples  (History)


European History 1500 - 1900


French History and Politics 1870 - 1914


Hitler and Fascism


The Crusades


The Emergence of Modern Japan 1868 - 1972


The Second World War


Victorian Britain


Warsaw Pact and NATO

H. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The relations among the major powers, including domestic and external factors shaping foreign policy: the origins and course of the Cold War, detente and subsequent developments; East-West relations in Europe, with particular reference to the foreign policies of France and of Germany; the movements towards European Unity (may be taught as a special course - see below); the external relations of China and Japan, particularly with the Soviet Union and the United States; the Soviet Union's relations with eastern Europe; US relations with its allies (may be taught as a special course - see below); de-colonisation; and conflict in the developing world, including regional and global dimensions.

The European Community

A study of the origins and rise of the European Common Market and how it has evolved into an institution approaching a federal state.  Topics considered will include: the origins of the EC (the European coal and steel community etc.); the course of Britain's application to join; the common agricultural policy; the European Parliament; monetary union and the single currency; the EC and international trade; Community Law; relations with Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union, Japan and the US.  Students will also explore current controversial EC issues.

Changes in Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union

A study of the Warsaw Pact States (and Yugoslavia and Albania) since 1945.  Topics include: the origins of the Cold War; Communist regimes 1945-48; revolts and reform movements; nationality problems; relations with Nato and the West; the end of the Cold War and the disintegration of the Eastern Bloc.

Further Examples:


Economic Aspects of World Politics


European Community Law


International Relations of South Asia / Latin America / Africa


International Relations during WW1 and WW2


The Politics of the United Nations


The 1919 Paris Peace Conference

F. PHILOSOPHY

Oxford has a large and distinguished philosophy faculty, and tuition can normally be arranged in a wide variety of subjects.  The following are recommended.

The History of Philosophy

Ancient (Pre-Socratic, Plato, Aristotle, Hellenistic and Roman, in the original or in translation); Medieval Philosophy; Renaissance Thought; Descartes and the Rationalists; the British Empiricists; Kant; C19th and C20th Philosophy; Existentialism; Modern British Philosophy; Wittgenstein.

Further Examples:


Greek and Latin Language and Literature 

Political Philosophy



Moral Philosophy 



Studies in Logical Theory


Philosophers, Descartes to Kant


Philosophy of Psychology

G. POLITICS

British Politics and Government since 1880

British Politics (including the major domestic political crisis, ideologies and political issues) and the evaluation of the British political system (including elections and the electoral system, political parties, Parliament, the cabinet system, and machinery of government).  Political issues will be taken to include the political implications of social and economic development and the domestic implications of foreign and imperial policy.

Modern British Government and Politics

A study of structure, powers and operation of modern British Government.  The following are considered: the Crown; Ministers; Parliament; Elections; Parties and Pressure Groups; the Legislative Process; Government Departments; Public Corporations and Local Authorities; Administrative Jurisdiction and the Courts.   The topic is usually taught as follows: (1) The decision-making process and the debate on the power of the bureaucracy; (2) Political parties, pressure groups and electoral behaviour; (3) Current political issues.   

Further Examples:


Comparative Government


Classical Political Thought


European Integration


International Politics since 1945


Local Politics and Decentralisation


Politics of Developing Countries


Political Theories of Hegel and Marx


Soviet and post-Soviet Government and Politics


The Politics and Government of a Major State


Theories of International Politics


Utilitarianism

H.  PSYCHOLOGY

Developmental Psychology

Psychological development in humans; the biological and physiological, environmental and hereditary influences which affect development; and evidence from comparative studies.

Psychological Disorders

Definitions of abnormality: statistical, social and biological approaches; psychological abnormality as disease and deviance; the medical model.  Classification of disorders: symptoms, traits and states; psychiatric nosologies; diagnostic reliability and validity.  Clinical description of disorder.  Mechanisms of disorder.  Origins of disorder, treatment of disorders.

Social Behaviour

The biological and social background to social behaviour; comparisons of animal and human social behaviour, emotion and motivation; cultural differences in behaviour and attitudes.  Verbal and non-verbal communication.  Social relationships.  Cognitive social psychology.  Individual differences in social behaviour.  Methods for studying social behaviour.

Further examples:


Artificial Intelligence



Individual Differences


Brain and Behaviour 



Perception


Cognitive Development in Children


Experimental Psychology


Gender Differences in Abnormal Psychology


Human Information Processing
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