Living on or off campus?
A rough analysis of the costs, advantages and disadvantages of on and off campus living for JMU’s international undergraduate students based on the 2008-09 academic calendar
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Living On-Campus:

Estimated Costs (for 2 semesters):
	Tuition
	$18,458
	Set fee

	Room & Board
	$7,172
	Set fee

	Internet Connection Fee
	$120
	Set fee

	Orientation Fee
	$150
	Set Fee

	Health Insurance
	$600
	Set fee

	Books
	$838
	Estimated cost

	Travel
	$1,800
	Estimated cost

	Breaks
	$3,145
	Estimated cost ($85 x 37 days)

	Personal
	$1,748
	Estimated cost

	Total
	$34,031
	


Calendar:

- Residence Halls & Dining Halls open

4th week in August

- Residence Halls & Dining Halls are closed for Thanksgiving Break

3rd week in November - for 5 days

- Residence Halls & Dining Halls are closed for Winter Break


Mid December till first week in January (23 days)

- Residence Halls & Dining Halls are closed for Winter Break


1st week in March (9 days)

- Residence Halls close

1st week in May

Meals and Incidental Expense (M&IE) Per Diem for the state of Virginia:

	Lodging
	$93 

	Meals
	$44 


These are the official rates as defined by the state of Virginia for the amount of money allowed for lodging and meals per day in Charlottesville, V.A. Charlottesville’s cost of living are higher than Harrisonburg’s, and based on the current $60 + tax that JMU has arranged with the Holiday Inn (off of Route 33), it is estimated that $85 per day is sufficient for both room and board.
Benefits:

· It is part of the JMU college experience

· General assistance and advice (example: roommates difficulties) provided by the Residence Hall staff

· Close relationships with peers

· Opportunity for room change
· Theme housing opportunities (example: Ashby Hall- Madison International Program)
· Utilities, cable, internet included

· Close to classes, meetings, food, UREC, on-campus jobs, etc.

· Campus Police provide another level of security

· Convenient bus service

· Housekeeping service

Disadvantages:
· Residence halls are closed during the breaks

· Rent may be expensive for some and is only for 9 months. 

· Meal plan is required on campus.
· These figures do not take into consideration summers. Additional costs for on-campus housing would be necessary if (and only if) the student were to take JMU classes on campus, or he/she would need to live off-campus during the summer.

Living Off-Campus: 
Estimated Costs: (for one full year):
	Tuition
	$17,386
	Set fee

	Room
	$4,200
	Estimated cost ($350x 12 months)

	Utilities
	$1,200
	Estimated cost ($100 x 12 months)

	Meals
	$1,920
	Estimated cost ($160 x 12 months)

	Health Insurance fee
	$600
	Set fee

	Books
	$838
	Estimated cost

	Travel
	$1,800
	Estimated cost

	Personal
	$1,748
	Estimated cost

	Total
	$29,692
	


Calendar:

- Beginning of lease

Mid August
- Sign-up for new lease for next year


Mid October

- End of Lease


End of July

Benefits:

· Independence

· Not having to be on campus 100% of the time

· Your own room

· Can stay over breaks

· Private bathrooms

· Kitchen

· Can live with opposite gender
· More options (duplex, house, apartment, etc.)

· Apartments may be available earlier than residence halls
· Some places allow pets

Disadvantages:
· 98% of the leases are for one full year only, which means that you are expected to pay throughout the summer.
· While the Harrisonburg/JMU buses will get you to the JMU campus and your apt. complex, going grocery shopping may be more challenging and not as convenient. Individuals who live in Harrisonburg very much depend on their car.
· Parking on JMU’s campus is an additional cost and may be limited.
