How to Support the Haiti Earthquake Relief Efforts
On Tuesday, January 12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake hit PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti shortly before 5:00 p.m. that evening. There is no estimate as to how many have been pronounced dead or wounded, but an American Red Cross spokeswoman warned that “up to 3 million people may have been affected.” 

For more information, please visit CNN's website: http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/americas/01/12/haiti.earthquake/index.html 
  
How can you help? 

The best way to help at this time is to provide financial support for reputable international disaster relief agencies.  The following is a list of organizations that are providing direct relief to Haiti: 
  
Action Against Hunger: http://www.actionagainsthunger.org/where-we-work/haiti 
American Red Cross:  http://www.redcross.org/ 
Beyond Borders: http://www.beyondborders.net/index.php 
CARE: http://www.care.org/ 
Direct Relief International: http://www.directrelief.org/EmergencyResponse/2010/EarthquakeHaiti.aspx 
Doctors Without Borders: http://doctorswithoutborders.org/ 
Habitat for Humanity:   http://www.habitat.org/
International Medical Corps: https://www.imcworldwide.org/SSLPage.aspx?pid=878 
Mercy Corps: http://www.mercycorps.org/ 
Operation USA: http://www.opusa.org/featured/news-release-operation-usa-prepares-emergency-aid-in-response-to-earthquakes-in-haiti/ 
Oxfam America: https://secure.oxfamamerica.org/site/Donation2?df_id=3560&3560.donation=form1 
Partners in Health: http://www.pih.org/home.html 
Save the Children: http://www.savethechildren.org/ 
UNICEF: www.secure.unicefusa.org/site/Donation2 
Additional relief agencies can be found at InterAction: http://www.interaction.org/crisis-list/earthquake-haiti
After a disaster of this magnitude it is not appropriate for groups of untrained volunteers to travel to Haiti.  They will interfere with the relief efforts and become part of the problem.  At this point in time we need to let the trained and experienced organizations aid the people of Haiti.  We can best support them with financial support.   As time passes other needs may be identified that the JMU community can become involved in.  Only when these needs are identified by experienced relief agencies should plans be made to address them in concert with these agencies.   
