IMPORTANT DEADLINES
February 29
Confirm your spot in the Honors Program group tour of the Air & 

Space Museum by emailing Ms. Adams at adamsmc@jmu.edu  

March 17
Last day to sign up and pay for the DC trip.  Bring completed form 

and $25 cash or check (made to: JMU) to the Honors Program office.  

The fee is non-refundable.
Trip information

This trip is designed to let you experience your choice of museums and monuments on the National Mall, while also getting to know other honors students.  We’ll conclude with a fun evening of entertainment.  You will have much of the day to explore the area on your own with a small group of your choice, and then we will all meet for dinner and the Capitol Steps.  After March 17, a list of trip participants and their contact information will be sent to everyone who is going.  Tickets to the Capitol Steps and packets of trip information (i.e. itinerary and emergency contact information, map, etc.) will be given to you on the bus.  If you wish to participate but would rather meet us in D.C. than ride the bus, that will be fine.  You can indicate that to us on the sign up form and pick up your ticket and information packet by April 4.  Your cost will still be $25.

Security checkpoints are set up in most buildings.  It is advisable to allow extra time and to travel with few possessions so that you are not slowed down by lengthy checks.  

For maps showing the layout of the monuments and Smithsonian museums on the National Mall, use this link; the menu on the left helps you view and zoom in on specific areas.  
" 

http://map.mapnetwork.com/destination/dc/  



For information on the Smithsonian Museums, see http://www.si.edu/   

The DC museums on the National Mall include:

· African Art    http://africa.si.edu/index2.html 




· Air & Space   http://www.nasm.si.edu/museum/flagship.cfm 

· American History (closed until fall 2008)

· American Indian    http://www.nmai.si.edu/ 

· Arts and Industries Building (closed for renovation)

· Freer and Sackler Galleries (Asian art)    http://www.asia.si.edu/ 

· Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (modern and contemporary art)     http://hirshhorn.si.edu/ 

· National Gallery of Art (a Smithsonian affiliate)  http://www.nga.gov/collection/index.shtm     

· Natural History    http://www.mnh.si.edu/ 

· Ripley Center    http://www.si.edu/ripley/ 

· Smithsonian Institution Building, The Castle (visitor information)   http://www.si.edu/visit/infocenter/start.htm 

The Old Post Office Building was Washington’s first skyscraper (built in 1899) and has one of the first Food Courts; we will eat dinner there. There is also a large clock tower with an excellent panoramic view of Washington from the 2nd highest vantage point in the area (the Washington Monument is highest).  The National Park Service operates the free viewings from the clock tower.  The tower closes at 4:45.  For more information, see http://www.oldpostofficedc.com/history.html   

A Washington Monument visit requires free, timed tickets to ensure steady flow of visitors.  These are available at the 15th Street kiosk on a first-come, first-served basis beginning at 8:30 am until all tickets are gone for the day.  They may also be obtained in advance through the National Park Service Reservation System by calling 1-800-967-2283 between the hours of 10:00 am and 10:00 pm.  While tickets are free, callers will incur a $1.50 service charge and $.50 shipping and handling fee.  For information and panoramic views from the monument: http://www.nps.gov/archive/wamo/home.htm 
The Holocaust Museum is not part of the Smithsonian complex, but it is located conveniently on the National Mall.  Free timed passes required for visiting the Permanent Exhibition - The Holocaust - can be obtained at the Museum on the day of your visit or in advance by calling tickets.com at (800) 400–9373. Each day, the Museum distributes on a first–come first–served basis a large but limited number of timed entry passes.  For information on the museum, see http://www.ushmm.org/ 

For information on the National Mall & Memorial Parks, see http://www.nps.gov/nama/index.htm   These icons include:

· Washington Monument  http://www.nps.gov/wamo 

· Lincoln Memorial  http://www.nps.gov/linc 

· Thomas Jefferson Memorial  http://www.nps.gov/thje 

· WW II Memorial http://www.nps.gov/wwii 

· Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial  http://www.nps.gov/frde 

· Korean War Veterans Memorial  http://www.nps.gov/kowa 

· Vietnam Veterans Memorial   http://www.nps.gov/vive 

The White House can be seen from the Mall.  

For additional trip information in pdf format, see:  http://www.jmu.edu/honorsprog/fieldtrips.shtml 

This link includes Visitors Guide to the Smithsonian Museums, 2008 Smithsonian Tour and Visitor Information, 2008 Smithsonian Exhibitions and Activities, Smithsonian Scavenger Hunts, maps of the National Mall, and our itinerary, information, and sign-up form.
