GPOSC 225: U.S. Government

If you select GPOSC 225, U.S. Government, as your Cluster Four American Experience course, you will be introduced to the main features of the American political system.  In most classes, the semester begins with an overview of the intellectual and constitutional foundations of the United States government.  Attention then turns to the topic of political institutions and the legislative, executive, and judicial branches.  Students who enroll in GPOSC 225 develop an appreciation for both the constitutional foundations of the three branches of government and their development over time.  Third, we examine a variety of topics related to political behavior, including public opinion, the media, political parties, elections, and voting behavior.  Throughout the semester, students learn from both secondary (course texts) and primary (such as the Constitution, the Federalist Papers, and Supreme Court cases) source material and are expected to evaluate qualitative and quantitative data related to American politics including, for example, political speeches, public opinion survey data, and election results.

GPOSC 225 faculty frequently incorporate discussion of current political events (involving both domestic policy and U.S. involvement in world affairs) into class and encourage students to make connections between abstract themes and concepts covered in regular course lessons and what is happening in the real world of contemporary politics.  U.S. Government students learn the basics of what it means to become an informed citizen and develop the practical skill of being able to evaluate arguments presented on both sides of the political spectrum.  Cluster One critical thinking skills are reinforced in a variety of ways, such as via group exercises, paper assignments, and online Discussion Board postings.  Due to the size of class sections, U.S. Government is primarily a lecture-based course, however, all GPOSC 225 instructors encourage and incorporate discussion and debate surrounding course material.

In addition to regular class meetings, all GPOSC 225 students attend an evening session series that comprises the fourth credit hour of the course and takes place on five nights throughout the semester.  During these required sessions, GPOSC 225 instructors screen political films for students; past selections have included a wide variety of films that engage such themes as American ideals; campaigns and elections; and civil rights and civil liberties.  GPOSC 225 instructors integrate the films into their courses in many ways, including via lecture, discussion, quizzes, exams, Discussion Board posts, and paper assignments.

Overall, through its focus on the intellectual and constitutional foundations of American government and politics and the evolution of values and institutions over time, GPOSC 225 instructs students on the meaning of informed, enlightened, active citizenship in the United States and equips them with the skills to practice that citizenship during their time at JMU and beyond.
