James Madison University

Faculty Senate Minutes for October 5, 2006

Guests: Dr. Douglas Brown, Dr. Teresa Gonzales, Ms. Susan Wheeler, Esq.

Senate Marshal, George Wynn, called the meeting to order at 3:33 p.m. and offered a moment of silence for the children in Nickel Mines, PA.  He reminded the senators to get their dues in to the treasurer.  The Minutes for September 7, 2006 were approved.

Provost’s Report, Dr. Douglas Brown:

· Doctorate of Musical Arts was approved for Fall 2007

· Engineering program plan was submitted to the State Council of Higher education for review in 2007.  If state funding comes through, the plan is to implement the program in 2007. Focus may be sustainability training and a possible biotechnology specialty. It will not be a traditional program.  There is declining employment in traditional fields.  
· The EU Masters was approved by the Board of Visitors and will be reviewed by the State Council on Higher education next.  Tuition of the program should cover the costs of the program.

· Outreach programs are being expanded for the purpose of providing education to the community and state such as business, education, health, and technology.  In particular, programs will provide workforce retraining for the Shenandoah Valley.  Dr. Schaffer from the University of North Dakota has been recruited to oversee the program.

· Justice Studies and Biotechnology programs are both up and running.

· Board of Visitors had a lively meeting:

· EU program language requirement added.

· Athletics programs were discussed in closed session.  Board decided to eliminate 10 programs because JMU was out of compliance with Title IX.

· Dr. Brown turned floor over to Ms. Susan Wheeler for further discussion of the sports program issue.  She provided the Senate with information about the need to remain in compliance with the provisions of Title IX.  Dr. Brown noted that the proportion of females in higher education is continuing to rise.

Speaker’s Report, Joan Frederick:

· Please sign up for committees, especially Academic Policy.

· Scott Gallagher and the Speaker attended the meeting of the Faculty Senate of Virginia.  Noted that we are invited to sit with the Board of Visitors and this is not always the case at other institutions.  Also noted that the faculty in Virginia do not have a hired lobbyist in Richmond.

· Plan to put BOV report on the Faculty Senate website.

· Vickie Wise is helping with the Faculty Morale survey. It should be available in less than 2 weeks.  A draft will be posted.  If there are issues please let the Speaker know.

Secretary’s Report: Please pass around the attendance sheet.

Treasurer’s Report, Kenneth Lewis:

· Purpose of dues is not for refreshments, it is used for flowers or fund donations in lieu of flowers for the sick and bereaved, recognition awards for retiring faculty, and the valedictorian award on behalf of the faculty. For information of specifics you can contact the treasurer. Dues are $5 per person.  Please distribute the letter of request from the treasurer to your respective departments (sent from the Faculty Senate secretary).

· Funds Accounts for October 5, 2006

Senate Fund at the Bank of America

Beginning Balance as of September 7, 2006:



$4030.51

Deposits for the month:




    125.00

Expenses:






      00.00

Ending Balance as of October 5, 2006



$4155.51

Senate University Account #100201

As of September 7, 2006:

Personnel Service:





$4270.00

Non Personnel Service:




$2952.00




Total:







$7222.00

Student Concerns Committee Report, Arthur Hamilton Chair

· The Student Government Association wants to give out an award in advisement.

Academic Concerns Committee Report, Tom Woods, Chair

· Committee is discussing the advisement issue in conjunction with the Student Government Association.  There was a question about the level of concern, that is, what do the students want if a lot of the time students don’t go to seek advisement. Meeting with one’s advisor is not required.  Need to develop a mutual understanding of the role.

Budget Committee Report, Scott Gallagher Chair: No Report

Faculty Appeals Committee Report, John Gilje, Chair: No Report.

Faculty Concerns Committee Report, Robert Jerome:

· Be sure to notify chair of interest in being on the committee

Marshal’s Report, George Wynn:  

· Lots of new faces in the Faculty senate, opportunity to be a part of a helpful process.

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Adjourned: 4:30 p.m.
