James Madison University

Faculty Senate Meeting for December 7, 2006

In Attendance: 

Joan Frederick (Speaker), Roberta Mitchell (Secretary and Justice Studies), Robert Jerome (Economics), Richard Finkelstein (Theatre and Dance), Tom Wood (CIS and MS), Scott Gallagher (Management), Kenneth Wright (Writing), Kevin Borg (History),  Chuck Cunningham (Mathematics), Diane Riordan (Accounting),  Sarah Sierra (Foreign Languages), Anna Papero (Early Childhood Ed), Joe Spear (Sociology/Anthropology), John Gilje (Chemistry), Vicki Martin (Nursing), Dona Gilliam (SMAD), Peter Fulton (English), Rory DePaolis (Communication Sciences and Disorders), Ken Szmagaj (Art & Art History),  J.W. Rudmin (Physics), Janet Gloeckner (Health Sciences), Bryan Saville (Psychology), Harriet Cobb (Graduate Psychology), John Scherpereel (Political Science), Ian K. Macgillivray (Education), Marybeth Cancienne-Acgtblu (Secondary Education), Nancy Poe Wingfield (Social Work), Jon Kastendiek (Biology), Michael Gulotta (Communication Studies), George Wynn (Marshal and Marketing), Molly Whittaker (Kinesiology), Mary Slade (Exceptional Education) 
Guests:  Dr. Teresa Gonzalez (Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs), Ms. Susan Wheeler, Esq. (Office of the Vice President of Academic Affairs

Call to Order by George Wynn, Faculty Marshal at 3:32 p.m. Minutes from November 2, 2006 were approved. The marshal commented on the productive relationships between faculty and administration and the high quality of the morale survey instrument.
Provost’s Report by Dr. Teresa Gonzalez for Dr. Douglas Brown
Peer group reclassification will be discussed in January 2007. (Secretary’s note: For explanation, see Minutes from November 2, 2006)
Speaker’s Report (Joan Frederick):

If you tried to reach the speaker by e-mail recently, it might not have gotten through while she was at a conference.
The Faculty Morale Survey raw data has been collected. There was a 60% response rate. Response rate mirrors gender breakdown of the faculty. The January 2007 report on the data will be just a “numbers” report.  Open-ended responses will stay in-house to avoid identification. The plan is develop 3-5 proposals out of the comments that will be distributed to the committees of the Faculty Senate for developing recommended solutions and action. The provost has promised assistance on this.  This is work planned for the spring semester. Vicki Wise will receive compensation for her help in analyzing the data.  The provost’s office is assisting in the funding.
Treasurer’s Report (Kenneth Lewis, Treasurer):

Senate Fund at the Bank of America

Beginning Balance as of October 7, 2006:
$4,880.51

Deposits for the month:

   $850.00


Expenses:



       53.00

Ending Balance as of December 7, 2006
$4,827.51
Senate University Account #100201

As of September 7, 2006:


Personal Service:



$4,270.00


Non Personal Service:



$2,952.00


Total:





$7,222.00

We have had five losses to the JMU family. Dues will be well used.  

The computer lottery spreadsheet will be developed in late January. One should not enter if one has won within the past 5 years.  The first 50 randomly selected winners will receive up to $1000 for money spent on a computer.  The cut off date will be February/March and recipients need to claim their prizes quickly. Winners will be announced by e-mail.
Budget Report (Scott Gallagher, Chair):

Committee will meet soon. Overwork of the faculty duly noted.  We don’t know about future raises.
Faculty Appeals Committee (John Gilje, Chair): 

No activity

Faculty Concerns (Robert Jerome, Chair):

Chair attended State Faculty of Virginia meeting.  The legislative initiatives include:
1. Tuition benefits for dependents of faculty

2. State contributions to Virginia State Retirement System (VSRS)

3. Changes in the number of times one can join VSRS

4. Make inclusion of faculty members on boards mandatory

5. Include a nonvoting faculty member on State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV)

6. Oversight of foundation governance by institution

Nominations and Elections Committee (George Wynn, Chair): 

Committee is seeking committee heads for 2007-2008.  Joan Frederick may stay on as speaker.  Members of the faculty can also run for speaker.  There is a need for a new marshal and a new treasurer.

Old Business:

None

New Business:

There is a JMU salary list at the library.  It used to be kept at the periodicals desk. This is public information if one earns over $25,000.  The speaker will inquire as to its whereabouts.

Adjourned at 3:59 p.m.
