 James Madison University

Faculty Senate Meeting for January 25, 2007
In Attendance: 

Joan Frederick (Speaker), Roberta Mitchell (Secretary and Justice Studies), Robert Jerome (Economics), Tom Wood (CIS and MS), Scott Gallagher (Management), Kenneth Wright (Writing), Kevin Borg (History),  Steven Garren (Mathematics), Diane Riordan (Accounting),  Sarah Sierra (Foreign Languages), Anna Papero (Early Childhood Ed), Joe Spear (Sociology/Anthropology), Dona Gilliam (SMAD), Rory DePaolis (Communication Sciences and Disorders), Ken Szmagaj (Art & Art History),  J.W. Rudmin (Physics), Janet Gloeckner (Health Sciences), Bryan Saville (Psychology), John Scherpereel (Political Science), Nancy Poe Wingfield (Social Work), Jon Kastendiek (Biology), Michael Gulotta (Communication Studies), George Wynn (Marshal and Marketing), Molly Whittaker (Kinesiology), Mary Slade (Exceptional Education), Ralph Grove (Computer Science), Brian Cockburn (Lib and Ed Tech), Janice Minor (Music), Ken Lewis (ISAT), Michael Quinn (Hospitality and Tourism) 

Guests:  Dr. Douglas Brown (Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs), Ms. Susan Wheeler, Esq. (Office of the Vice President of Academic Affairs)
Call to Order by George Wynn, Faculty Marshal at 3:36 p.m. 
Provost’s Report: Dr. Douglas Brown
· State legislative financing of higher education still not settled.  There are two possible avenues for funding, either 1) out of the Transportation Bill or 2) out of the general budget.

· New engineering program has been approved by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV).  First class will start in 2008.  JMU is seeking brand new resources for the program including 7 additional faculty positions. It will have a strong business emphasis. There has been a lot of interest in the program, more so than others in recent years.  Will take 4-5 years to ramp up.  2012 time frame for development. Program brings a new slant to JMU. This program may encourage students to attend JMU over Virginia Tech for the “sustainability emphasis” in the program.
· New Center in Florence (Masters in European Union Policy) is scheduled for August 2007.  There will be boarding and classroom space available.  JMU is collaborating with the Florence municipal government and a private foundation.

· A division of SRI International is scheduled to open in Rockingham County.  It is a research and development nonprofit organization that focuses on energy, environment, engineering systems, drug and health science, education and computing and networks. There are collaboration opportunities for JMU.  The organization’s interests relate to some of JMU programs. They are one of the largest grant recipients in the world and it will relate to on-campus sponsored programs.  Some staff members are currently in Burruss Hall; more staff will be here over time. See http://www.sri.com for more information. (Secretary’s note: See, for example, http://www.sri.com/news/releases/121406.html)
· Peer reclassification is now being considered by SCHEV.  JMU expects an offer in March 2007. Differences of opinion may be more with the state legislature than with SCHEV. (Secretary’s note: peer institution comparisons are used as the criterion for faculty salary adjustments.)

· Memorial Hall is on-going. JMU has received an earth projection sphere from NOAA for science and technology and public school purposes.  JMU is developing a new baseball stadium for student and community use.

· Miller Hall is being renovated, including chemical abatement and asbestos removal.  It should take another 18 months to complete.  

· Discussions are underway for the development of the RMH. Is it worth renovating or should it be leveled and rebuilt?
Speaker’s Report (Joan Frederick):

· Scott Gallagher and the speaker attended the Higher Education Advocacy Day in Richmond to lobby.  
· Two issues were discussed: 1) Need to make JMU more competitive for recruitment and retention of faculty.  SCHEV needs to study the issue to see how we can be more competitive (Salary? Perks?).  2) The Virginia State Retirement System (VSRS) needs to be fully funded.  It was 100% funded until 7 years ago.  There are inequities in the amount of funds going into the public and private systems.  There should be multiple opportunities available to switch from one system to the other, not just a one time opportunity as it is now. 
· There are bills worth following on higher education at the state website.  For example, House Bill 1643 the “Intellectual Diversity Bill.” It has been completely revised and refilled. Delegate Landis rewrote the bill with academic freedom in mind.
· Scott Gallagher and the speaker attended the Board of Visitors (BOV) meeting. The speaker attended the Academic Committee meeting of the BOV. She reported on the Higher Education Advocacy Day and the Faculty Morale Survey. It was noted that the summer pay issue has been proposed to SCHEV (that is, allowing summer work to count towards retirement).  Scott Gallagher attended the Financial Committee of the BOV.
· The Faculty Morale Survey is in the hands of Vicki Wise.  Speaker plans to have more specifics at the February Faculty Senate meeting.  Just the numbers will be shared on the Faculty Senate website, not the open-ended comments.  The comments will be dealt with.
· At the Faculty Senate meeting on March 29th, there will be a reception for retiring faculty to follow the meeting.  Our refreshments will be served at the gathering that follows. The Meeting for retiring faculty will be held in Taylor 405.
· At the February Faculty Senate meeting, Dr. Gonzalez will give the senate an update on the restructuring of the College of Arts and Letters.
Minutes for December 7, 2006 were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report (Kenneth Lewis, Treasurer):

Senate Fund at the Bank of America

Beginning Balance as of October 7, 2006:
$4,805.51

Deposits for the month:

  1,266.00


Expenses:



     106.00
Ending Balance as of December 7, 2006
$5,965.51
Senate University Account #100201

As of September 7, 2006:


Personal Service:



$4,270.00


Non Personal Service:



$2,952.00


Total:





$7,222.00

The computer lottery letter will be out in a week. One should not enter if one has won within the past 5 years.  The first 50 randomly selected winners will receive up to $500 retroactive to May of last year for money spent on a computer. It is a matching fund.  

Student Concerns (Arthur Hamilton, Chair)

No report

Budget Report (Scott Gallagher, Chair):

No report
Academic Policies (Tom Wood, Chair):
No report

Faculty Concerns (Robert Jerome, Chair):

There will be a meeting next month of the committee.
Nominations and Elections Committee (George Wynn, Chair): 

The following positions are needed for next year: 

· Faculty Concerns Chair

· Treasurer

· Speaker Pro Tem

· Budget and Planning Chair

· Nominations and Elections Chair

Chairs and officers receive a stipend and meet four times during the summer and on the Thursday before the Faculty Senate meeting.

Old Business:

None

New Business:

· ETC keys to the Tech Classrooms.  Currently they need to be checked out every semester.  Could this be done less frequently? Questions delegated to the Faculty Concerns Committee.
· Anti-plagiarism software programs. Could we get some?  Noted: Might be considered by the Honors Advisory Board or Academic Policies Committee. A state bidding process might be required.  Might need approved bidders. (There are ways of buying one’s way out of the state’s (EVA) bidding process).

· Roth IRA/403B issues – discuss with Julie Byers

· Honor Council – should there be a permanent mark on one’s transcript after graduation for one year?  The “XF” option. Delegated to the Academic Policies Committee.

· Department members are unhappy about WP/WF designations.  Delegated to the Academic Policies Committee.

· Should there be a standardized annual faculty evaluation?  Handbook says this is a department level decision. Delegated to Faculty Concerns Committee.

Adjourned at 4:34 p.m.

