
MidValley Consortium for Teacher Education

February, 2001

3-D:  Dynamic Duos and Dispositions!

This year’s clinical faculty refresher workshops will be held in March.  No need to pre-register – all sessions are identical, so mark the date and location that is most convenient for you on your calendar now!  Here’s the agenda:

Dynamic Duos – a panel of clinical faculty and student teachers share their experiences with co-teaching during student teaching.   Find out what strategies have worked and how co-teaching can help K-12 students to learn.  

Dispositions – wonder how to work with student teachers on professional dispositions and beliefs about students, teaching, and learning?  Learn how to identify, observe, document, and conference with student teachers about this critical dimension of becoming a teacher.



Refresher workshops will be held on:

· Tuesday, March 13, Waynesboro:


Westwood Hills Elementary School

· Wednesday, March 14, Staunton:

    Shelburne Middle School

· Thursday, March 15, Augusta:

    Stewart Middle School

· Tuesday, March 20, Shenandoah:

    North Fork Middle School

· Wednesday, March 21, Rockingham:

    Eastern Mennonite University

· Thursday, March 22, Harrisonburg:

    Eastern Mennonite University

Welcome to Our Latest Clinical Faculty – the Class of 2001!

The consortium completed another training session during the fall.  We welcome 45 new clinical faculty members from our six member school divisions.  In addition, JMU conducted an additional training in Augusta in December and February that has added another 31 clinical faculty to our list.  This gives us a grand total of 640 clinical faculty ready to work with area student teachers!
To the Class of ‘98

H

ard to believe, but it’s been three years since we adopted our new performance-based student teaching assessment system and retrained all existing clinical faculty.  Everyone retrained at that time (the “Class of ‘98”) accepted a three-year clinical faculty appointment.  This means that a great number of clinical faculty will be up for reappointment this coming July.  We will send out invitations early in April asking if you wish to recommit for another three-year appointment.  

Although we hope that all of our Class of ’98 clinical faculty will renew their appointments, we know that teachers’ situations and responsibilities change over time; not everyone will be available or interested in continuing on as clinical faculty.  Please thoughtfully consider recommitting to the clinical faculty program when you receive your letter!

~~~

Co-Teaching Project Finishes Up

Thanks to everyone who participated in the co-teaching project over the last two years.  A total of 86 clinical faculty, student teachers, and college/university supervisors participated in this project!  

Q: 
Nineteen “triads” piloted the co-teaching handbook last year and provided valuable suggestions for revision.  The project’s final handbook is a fantastic resource that is being distributed to all clinical faculty who mentor student teachers this year.  If you would like a copy, you can download it from the JMU web site at http://cep.jmu.edu.  Just click on “Forms” and look for Co-Teaching Resource Handbook.

Linda, Sandy, Vicky, Jane, and David will be sharing the final handbook in presentations at two national conferences in February!
Tell Me …

I received my clinical faculty training two years ago, and I haven’t been asked to have a student teacher yet.  Please tell me why.  Have I done something wrong?

A:  :  :    

Not every clinical faculty will be asked to have a student teacher every year.  It usually depends on the number and location of student teachers in a certain endorsement area or grade level.  Also, although our agreement with the local schools is that we can specifically request clinical faculty, sometimes it isn’t possible for the schools to honor that request.

We are starting this year to monitor clinical faculty assignments for all four colleges and universities on our data base, so in the future we’ll have a better picture of clinical faculty who haven’t been assigned a student teacher in a while.  

Be sure to talk with us if you have any questions about your own student teaching assignments.

NOTE:  Clinical faculty refresher workshops will be held after school this year because of school divisions’ difficulty in getting substitutes.  All workshops will be held from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  Please take this starting time into consideration when deciding which session you will attend.  Refreshments will be served.  Thank you! 
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Change in Clinical Faculty Requirements


~~~


At the consortium’s annual meeting last September, it was decided to require clinical faculty to maintain their eligibility by attending at least one refresher workshop during each three-year appointment.  (This is a change from the previous requirement to attend two out of three workshops.)  Of course, we hope that you will attend the workshop each year, if possible!  





We track workshop attendance on our database using the workshop sign-in sheets.  Anyone scheduled for reappointment this July who has attended at least one workshop during the last three years is considered eligible for reappointment.  





Thank You to:





Bridgewater College for serving so faithfully as the fiscal agent for regular Consortium activities over the years.





Shenandoah County Schools for serving as fiscal agent for our co-teaching project.








