JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

STUDENT TEACHING ABROAD PLACEMENT GUIDELINES

When students apply for student teaching they will indicate if they are requesting one GST and one in-state student teaching placement or two in-state student teaching placements.
Students will obtain a letter of support from the department head of their licensure program for their GST placement. (The department head will seek input from all members of the program in order to gain an informed consensus of the request).

Students will negotiate with their department head as to whether they do their first or second student teaching placement with GST.
GST placements will be a minimum of 10 weeks long and the in-state student teaching will be determined based on the number of weeks necessary to meet program requirements.
· All early childhood (ECED) student teachers must have one kindergarten placement; the remaining placement may be in Grades 1, 2, or 3.  A pre-kindergarten placement may substitute for kindergarten if necessary (please call us if this is an option).  The GST placement will be requested on one of the two required areas. The state-side student teaching will be made in the grade level requirement not met by the GST placement.
· PreK-6 student teachers (ELED) must have two placements; one in a PreK – 2 classroom and one in a grade 3, 4, or 5 classroom (Grade 6 classroom may be included in school is a k – 6 elementary grade school). The GST placement will be requested on one of the two required areas. The state-side student teaching will be made in the grade level requirement not met by the GST placement.
· All middle education (MSED) student teachers must have two placements in two different subject areas in Grades 6, 7, or 8.  These placements must be in English/language arts, math, science, or social studies. The GST placement will be requested on one of the two required areas. The in-state student teaching will be made in the grade level/content requirement not met by the GST placement.
· All secondary education (SEED) student teachers must have two placements in their endorsement area.  One placement must be in Grades 6, 7, or 8; the other must be in Grades 9, 10, 11, or 12. The GST placement will be requested on one of the two required areas. The in-state student teaching will be made in the grade level/content requirement not met by the GST placement.
· Our special education (SPED) program prepares student teachers to work with children having high incidence disabilities accessing the K-12 general curriculum  OR  young children, birth to 5yrs, with developmental delays or disabilities.  Therefore, placements must be made at both an elementary and secondary (middle or high school) level in more than one “disability category” and/or placement option. The GST placement will be requested on one of the two required areas. The in-state student teaching will be made in the grade level/disability area requirement not met by the GST placement.

· K-12 dual placements, i.e., special education, music, art, physical education, typically require two placements -- one at the elementary level and one at the secondary level.  A middle school placement normally may substitute for either the elementary or the secondary level placement, but not for both.  (In some cases, substitute middle school placements have already been requested.)  
· All cooperating teachers must be licensed in the area they are teaching and have three or more years of experience.
· Cooperating teachers’ schedules should allow student teachers to complete the state-required 150 hours of direct instruction for single placements (75 hours each for dual placements)
