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Cluster II:

Four Exercises in Difference.

 Whiteville:

The objective:

To sensitize the students to approaches to democracy in societies that have traditionally been divided along race, gender, religion, sex, or age lines. Unlike the famous blue eyes/brown eyes experiment, this one points out to how individuals are responsible for the perpetuation of practices that may legally be unacceptable.

To make the students understand how voting is not necessarily a sign of democracy.

Setting:

Town hall of Whiteville, a small, rich, self-sufficient American town with no racial problems because the town consists of only one races. It wants to remain racially “harmonious” because it does not want the added responsibility of knowing racially different people. Assign any race to the members of this town. In my exercise, the town is usually Black.

The Assignment:

The members of the administration to use all LEGAL means to make sure that nobody of another race successfully applies and gets to live in Whiteville.

The members of this board (Chairperson and 2 or 4 or 6 elected officials) use delay tactics, “requirements” such as forms to be signed by two residents of Whiteville, broken down photocopying machines, seemingly out of date forms at the website, and anything else BUT race to deny the applicant. At the same time, there should be another applicant from the desirable race who is assisted in every way to circumvent these rules and gain entrance.

The Role of the Instructor:

Do not intervene unless it is only to clarify a certain contested issue.

At the End of the Enactment:

Ask the students to name any clubs, associations, etc that use the techniques seen in order to keep their organizations racially pure.

This exercise can be used to the same effect for exercises in gender (anti-women organizations), sex (homophobic organizations), religion (Protestants and Catholics in Ireland), national (fill in the dotted blanks), age (Hollywood and the ageing actress), etc.

This exercise normally takes an entire class period.

