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Ramanga Osotsi, GENG 236: The Spear and the Machinegun:

Certain types of technology diminish/enhance the impact of our actions.

Start with a story of Leonardo da Vinci’s submarine and Einstein’s A-bomb. Da Vinci invented the submarine and refused to give the plans to humanity because we were not “civilized” enough to avoid using such technology for war. Einstein had second thoughts about his participation in the A-Bomb experiment AFTER it was invented. This discussion can lead to the a very fruitful discussion of the quality of technological inventions we make. Or it makes the class withdraw into jingoistic statements about the greatness of “Western” technology.
