GGEOG 344

Johnathan Walker

Short Paper Assignment 1
Due date: September 15, 2005 in class.
Research and write a complete economic geography of your family (you must go as far as you can, but no further than 1875 in the interest of length limits).  This family geography will resemble a family tree in basic content, but only slightly thereafter.  The information you will provide will be your immediate family’s historical geography of migration (or lack thereof) and employment.  Key issues will be job relocations (voluntary and involuntary), lay-offs (downsizing), and career changes, but will also include moves of any kind (for any reason: social, political, security, education or any other) or, in some cases, why your family NEVER moved.
Organize your paper by describing yourself first: who you are, your age, and your present geography here at JMU as an introduction.  Then detail your mother’s side of the family by starting as far back as you can provide good information.  If you find yourself only writing about who married who without any dates, jobs, or geography (places) then you’re done with that side.  Shift your focus to your father’s side and do the same as you did for your mother’s side.  At the end provide your own employment and migrations (including all jobs and your move to college).  Provide dates of when, where (remember it’s a Geography class), and why you or your family members made these moves (note: the spatial aspects are vital because otherwise it’s simply a history).  How do you gather the information?  Go to your parents and ask them.  If they’ve moved around due to job changes or perceptions of better opportunities then that’s exactly the information which you are seeking.  Try to get as much information as you can about jobs, companies, and locations simultaneously focusing on the question of why.  Ask your parents separately, you might get different answers and therefore better perspective on how you ended up where you did.  Also ask why they moved and why this place instead of somewhere else (even within the same city).  Ask your grandfathers and grandmothers on both sides.  Not only will you learn about them, but also learn more about yourself.  See how far they can take you back: it’s probable they can provide you information about their parents and possible that they even remember what their grandparents did.  If your grandparents are unavailable or have passed away then ask your parents, uncles, aunts or even neighbors and family friends about your family members.  If this involves long distance/international calls then make them.  If your parents or relatives balk at giving you this information remind them how important it is for your grade.  Be prepared to find skeletons in your family’s closets and urge family members to cooperate fully and honestly on the project.   In most cases the statute of limitations will have expired making arrest and prosecution impossible!  After you have done that write a narrative that details all this information.  Include the names of the people whose economic lives you are tracing, for example, Grandpa George Walker and Grandma Fran Doran.  Do not ignore the women!  If your mother or Grandmother Bachryrcz was a homemaker then tell me, but also ask them about unofficial jobs (such as housekeeper) or work in what are called “cottage industries”(i.e. dressmaking or tailoring) or such unusual activities as “moonshine” distilling and transport.

After you have completed that research, spend time in the library doing research about how your family fits into the changes that were occurring at the time.  The bibliographic sources will be added to put together a comprehensive geography (migrations, economic booms and busts, population surges, technological innovations) of why your family moved or didn’t.  For example, if you are African-American and your family migrated north from Mississippi during the 1930s then you need to research why that is important.  If your grandfather was in the US Army and stationed in Las Vegas, Nevada after World War II then ask yourself why?  Why there?  Why then? (hint: think Atom bombs) and plug that into what was happening in the country or the world at the time.  Do REAL research: not every Irish family throughout history came to the US because of the Potato Famine of 1846-48!! 
You are required to have three bibliographic sources (none of which can be internet or encyclopedic).  If you have questions about this you should ask the reference librarians for help.  Sources for the paper can include books, periodical articles, and journal articles.  Bibliographies must be alphabetical, and written in APA citation style. Such as: Quinlan, Amy, C., 2003, Fertility Transition Among Cambodian Immigrants in Massachusetts, London: Routledge., for single author books (more than one author should be cited as Quinlan, A., and K. LaFave).  For journal articles the bibliography should read as such: Crofts, Andrew, 2002, “International migration of Filipino entertainers to Japan”, International Migration Review, 35(1): 333-357.  If no author is mentioned, then you simply cite the publication, the date and the page: Boston Globe, December 17, 2002, “HIV/AIDS rate soaring in South Boston”, p.3 (such citations are placed after all the authored works have been cited).
  

Citations for sources are critically important.  ANYTHING that you find out has to be cited in the text using APA citation style.  In cases where you read something and are paraphrasing it (a restatement of a text, passage, or work giving the meaning in another form) you must cite the source.  The source should be cited as such (Mallory 2002).  In cases where you take information word-for-word from another source (this is completely legitimate) you have to both cite the source (with the page number) and note which words you copied into your paper with the use of quotation marks.  For example, authorities fear that “the arrival of complete nuclear immigrant families compromises our goals of reducing population growth, because of immigrants’ tendency toward large families” (Martin 2001: 296).
Don’t wait until the last moment.  Your paper should be typed, double spaced, with standard margins, in 12 point font, and without spelling errors.  Page lengths will vary based on the variations found in each student’s family economic geography.   If you need five pages to say it then so be it (BUT ABSOLUTELY NO MORE THAN 8 PAGES). 

Absolutely No Late Papers Accepted FOR ANY REASON.
Be certain that you have a title page, that all the pages are there (with page numbers), that the pages are in the correct order, and that you include your bibliography.

The paper amounts to ten percent (10%) of your grade so do a good job.  If you do not follow these guidelines to the letter your grade will be reduced.  

If you have any questions regarding this assignment, don’t hesitate to contact me for clarification.
