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In order to graduate, you must apply for 
gradation and complete all the steps on the 
James Madison University graduation checklist. 
Please visit: htt p:/ /www .jm u.e du/ reg ist rar /
Gra dua tio nCh eck lis t.s htm l  for details.

Life Afte r JMU
So you have found a job or graduate program—
congratulations! But what about all the other 
life changes and transitions that come with 
graduating from college? As you become 
increasingly independent, issues such as " nding
a place to live, paying off student loans, getting
health insurance, and understanding employee 
bene" ts will be important for you to understand. 
Your amount of preparation can make a big 
difference in your quality of life as a recent 
graduate. For a list of online resources, visit our 
website at htt p:/ /www .jm u.e du/ cap /jo b_i nte rn_
search /li fe. htm .

Helpful books that also address issues about life 
after graduation include: 

A Car, Some Cash, and a Place to Crash  by 
Rebecca Knight
Your Own Two Feet (and How to Stand on 
Them) by Ingrid Meyer
Life After Graduation  by Terry Arndt and 
John Ricchini
The Quarterlifer’s Companion  by Abby Wilner 
and Catherine Stocker
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Life A f te r Graduat ion

Real Alumni Advice
The Of" ce of Institutional Research spoke to 
recent alumni, asking, “What actions do you wish 
you had taken during your junior and/or senior 
year to prepare you for your transition out of JMU 
into the workforce or graduate or professional 
school?” Here is what some alumni had to say:

“I wish I had talked to teachers and students 
about their work experiences and made more 
connections. I really di dn’ t start looking for a 
job until after I graduated and I was shocked 
at how hard it was to " nd one.”

“The one thing I’m glad I did was to have 
a job during my senior year. It helped me 
start the transition into a working lifestyle. It 
forced me to really make priorities and stick 
to a schedule. Most other alumni had a hard 
time adjusting to the workforce, while I was 
ready for it.”

“I wish as a junior that I would have realized 
that I would go to graduate school after I left 
JMU. I did not even think about graduate 
school until my senior year and then I felt 
rushed to pick a graduate major and school 
and get my applications with letters of 
recommendation in on time.”

“I should have worked on something in my 
" e ld outside of my class work. I’ve found in 
my " eld that there is so much out there that 
cannot be taught in a textbook. Practical 
knowledge makes all the difference in the 
world.”

“I wish that I hadn’t gotten a credit card in 
college  —now I’m struggling to pay off the 
debt, buy a car, AND pay for very expensive 
housing.”

“I wish I had known how important kee ping 
in touch with previous employers was…
honestly nothing can prepare you for the 
workforce as much as you’d like to be 
prepared.”

For more advice, see the full report at: htt p:/ /www .
jmu .ed u/i nst res rch /su rve ys/ Alu mni /fa the r_
tal kin g.p df.  Good luck and happy job hunting!
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